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LES 1: WHAT IS JOURNALISM?
What does the journalistic process look like?



At the end of this lesson, you 
will be able to answer the 
following questions:

● What is news?

● Why is journalism important?

● How do journalists go about their work?

● What influences a journalist's work? (bonus)



What is news?



What were the 
headlines this week?



Click here, 
for the 
video 

‘What is 
news?’

00:00 – 00:49

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=36h5laIc8MM


Which news stories are 
important and relevant to you?



Why is 
journalism 
important?



Why do you think 
journalism is 
important?



Click here, 
for the 

video ‘Why 
is 

Journalism 
Important?’

00:00 – 00:42

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NUhzdCtAvvc


The news selected by journalists can serve 
various purposes. In doing so, journalists take 
on different functions, such as:

● Informing
● Holding the powerful accountable (watchdog 

function)
● Giving citizens a voice (advocacy function)
● Agenda setting



Look at the article on the right and think about the following question: 
Which of the journalistic functions do you recognize in this news item?

● TIMES Radio: 'Five potential targets' in Post Office investigation’
● ITV News: ‘Who will get compensation from the Post Office scandal 

- and how much?’ 
● Channel 4 News: ‘Post Office scandal: PM “strongly supports” 

withdrawing CBE from ex-Post Office boss’ 

You could also watch one of the following video’s about the scandal:

Informing Checking the power

Giving citizens a voice Agenda setting

Optional

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gbLYGl_V080
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qsZJfk1e150
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qsZJfk1e150
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2HBSt5jd7tU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2HBSt5jd7tU


Checking the power

Agenda setting

Informing

Giving citizens a voice

Look at the article on the right and think about the following question: 
Which of the journalistic functions do you recognize in this news item?



Look at the article on the right and think about the following question: 
Which of the journalistic functions do you recognize in this news item?

Checking the power

Agenda setting

Informing

Giving citizens a voice

Watch this video:
CNBC International: 
Brexit - What do people on the street think? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pcz9M04eR7k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pcz9M04eR7k


How do 
journalists go 

about their 
work?



News isn't simply there on its own, it's a product that 
still needs to be created by journalists. In the clip 
below, you'll get a glimpse into the editorial office of 
ABC Action News.

Behind the scenes!

News Literacy: A look inside a TV newsroom and the journalistic process

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gl8VDVUHqlI


Click here, 
for the 

video ‘How 
does a 
good 

journalist 
go about 
his work?’

00:00 – 02:54

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a5W5EvKR8Vg


Bordeaux 
Declaration

● Truth

● Hearing both sides

● 1 source = no source

● Integrity  

Journalists are always seeking the truth and make a 
distinction between facts and opinions.

It means seeking out/listening to both sides of a 
story, from both the involved parties and the 
opposing side, to create a fair and balanced 
report. For example, when there is an allegation.

Journalists need at least two sources to confirm a story.

Working with integrity is about doing what is 
expected and being considerate of others. In 
practice, this means, for example, journalists 
treating sources with care and respect and not 
allowing themselves to be bribed or influenced by 
outside parties.



How do journalists deal with sources when searching for the truth?

On June 3rd, 2019, a brutal assault unfolded on the streets of Khartoum, Sudan's capital, resulting in the tragic loss of 
over 100 lives. Despite the absence of official documentation, a dedicated team of BBC journalists combed through 
numerous smartphone videos, diligently verifying their authenticity. This is the tale of how those reporters covered the 
assault, double-checking all the details they gathered to ensure they got the story straight.

Watch this video ‘BBC My world: How journalists get the news right’

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yAKGBj9QIe4&list=PLIW5Gou0MLtoLNbLh27Me4cqG44_YCCv5&index=5


How does a journalist act with integrity?

Nearly 4000 boat refugees died at sea in 2015 while crossing to Europe. We only know the 
name of one: Alan Kurdi. On September 2, 2015, the photo of the toddler washed ashore in 
Bodrum goes viral on social media. The next day, it appeared in newspapers worldwide.

Sliding this photo 

away reveals the 

infamous, sad and 

shocking photo of 

Alan Kurdi. This is 

optional

Watch this video ‘The Newsmakers: Did the picture of a dead Syrian child change anything?’

Optional

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IWlHlScUwXE


What strikes you?



A picture says more than 1000 words

Every day, we see distressing news about war, hunger, and suffering. Often, these reports include 
visuals, sometimes showing heartbreaking images of adults, children, or animals in pain (or 
worse).

The saying 'A picture is worth a thousand words' suggests that a compelling image can 
sometimes convey a story without words. What do you think about this? Should certain images 
be censured at all? What is ethical? And in today's age of social media where everything is 
shared, can an image be shielded at all?

Discuss in pairs what you think and then discuss plenary: 

Should impactful yet shocking images be used to tell a story?



What influences 
the work of a 

journalist?



Click here, 
for the 

video ‘Why 
is 

Journalism 
Important?’

00:42 – 01:42

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NUhzdCtAvvc


Freedom of press
Journalists have the right to freely gather 

and publish information without anyone 

censoring or impeding them



Freedom of press index
2022

How is 

your 

country 

ranked?



Now you know…

● What news is.

● Why journalism is important.

● How a journalist goes about their work

● What influences the work of a journalist (bonus).
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Before starting Lesson 1, take a look at the following:

This lesson comes with a 

comprehensive lesson 

instruction (walkthrough), 

which you'll also find in the 

notes. You'll need this to 

conduct the lesson, so be 

sure to read it thoroughly 

beforehand. 

This lesson has been developed 

as part of the European 

collaborative project SMILES, 

funded by the Erasmus+ 

Programme. The project aims to 

empower young people against 

misinformation. Read more here.

The lesson has been updated, 

enriched, and translated by 

BENEDMO, an initiative aimed at 

preventing and combating the 

spread of misinformation in 

Flanders and the Netherlands. The 

project is funded by the European 

Commission. Read more about the 

project here.

https://smiles.platoniq.net/?locale=en
https://benedmo.eu/

